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celebrates the miracle of life, the promise of
a new year, and the blessings of family,
friends, and community. It also reminds us
of the many contributions that Asian Ameri-
cans bring to our national life and of the
many ways in which their customs, history,
and traditions have enriched our country’s
cultural heritage.

Asian Americans play a key role in all seg-
ments of our society, from the scientists who
have helped to build our national defense
and to power our unmatched technological
progress to the artists whose talents grace our
literature, stage, and screen. America is
strengthened by these contributions, and we
must work to ensure that Asian Americans
are afforded every opportunity to be active
and equal participants in our national life.

As people across America and around the
world mark the beginning of a new lunar
cycle, Hillary joins me in extending best
wishes to all for health, happiness, prosperity,
and peace in the new year.

Bill Clinton

Proclamation 7271—American
Heart Month, 2000
February 1, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In the past half century, our Nation has

made enormous progress in the fight against
heart disease. Through careful research, sci-
entists and doctors have identified key fac-
tors—including smoking, high blood pres-
sure, high blood cholesterol, diabetes, obe-
sity, and physical inactivity—that increase the
risk of heart disease. Working with dedica-
tion and determination, they have developed
new treatments and procedures, such as
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, defibrillation,
clot-dissolving medicines, angioplasty, and
cardiac imaging devices, that have saved
many lives. As a result of these advances, the
death rate from coronary heart disease has
fallen dramatically in our Nation, with a near-
ly 60-percent reduction since its peak in the
mid-1960s.

While these developments are significant,
heart disease remains a serious health prob-
lem. Despite our knowledge of the impor-
tance of exercise and a proper diet to main-
taining a healthy heart, studies indicate that
both physical inactivity and obesity are on
the rise throughout our country. Today, more
than 58 million Americans have one or more
types of cardiovascular disease (CVD), and
each year nearly 1 million Americans die
from CVD—more than from the next 7 lead-
ing causes of death combined. Furthermore,
rates of coronary heart disease deaths and
the prevalence of some risk factors remain
disproportionately high in minority and low-
income populations.

As we stand at the dawn of this new cen-
tury, it is crucial that we build on the devel-
opments of the last century to reduce the
incidence of CVD, to address the disparity
among various segments of our population,
and to make further progress in the fight
against heart disease. To help meet this chal-
lenge, my Administration has launched the
Healthy People 2010 initiative, which ad-
dresses health problems that can be pre-
vented through better care and increased
public awareness. Among the initiative’s am-
bitious goals are improving the prevention,
detection, and treatment of heart disease risk
factors, earlier identification and quicker re-
sponse in the treatment of heart attacks, and
prevention of recurrent cardiovascular
events, such as second strokes.

The work of researchers at the National
Human Genome Research Institute of the
National Institutes of Health (NIH) also
holds great promise for the fight against heart
disease. With the completion of their monu-
mental project of mapping and sequencing
all human chromosomes, we will soon have
the capability to identify at birth all those
who are genetically predisposed to heart dis-
ease and provide them with the treatment
and guidance they need through the years
to live longer, healthier lives.

The Federal Government will continue to
support research and public education to im-
prove heart health through the National
Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, also at
NIH. And all Americans should remain
grateful that the American Heart Association,
through its research and education programs
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and its vital network of dedicated volunteers,
maintains a crucial role in bringing about
much-needed advances in the prevention
and treatment of heart disease.

In recognition of the importance of the on-
going fight against cardiovascular disease, the
Congress, by Joint Resolution approved De-
cember 20, 1963 (77 Stat. 843; 36 U.S.C.
101b), has requested that the President issue
an annual proclamation designating February
as ‘‘American Heart Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim February 2000 as Amer-
ican Heart Month. I invite the Governors of
the States, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, officials of other areas subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States, and the
American people to join me in reaffirming
our commitment to combating cardiovascular
disease and strokes.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of February, in the
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 2, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 3.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Greece-United States Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters
Treaty
February 1, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of the Hellenic Republic on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters,
signed at Washington on May 26, 1999.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern
mutual legal assistance treaties being nego-
tiated by the United States in order to
counter criminal activities more effectively.
The Treaty should be an effective tool to as-
sist in the prosecution of a wide variety of
crimes, including terrorism and drug-traf-
ficking offenses. The Treaty is self-executing.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of
cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual as-
sistance available under the Treaty includes
taking testimony or statements of persons;
providing documents, records, and other
items; locating and identifying persons or
items; serving documents; transferring per-
sons in custody for testimony or other pur-
poses; executing requests for searches and
seizures; assisting in proceedings relating to
immobilization and forfeiture of assets, res-
titution, and collection of fines; and any other
form of assistance not prohibited by the laws
of the Requested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 1, 2000.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Revision of the
United States Arctic Research Plan
February 1, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the provisions of the Arctic

Research and Policy Act of 1984, as amended
(15 U.S.C. 4108(a)), I transmit herewith the
sixth biennial revision (2000–2004) to the
United States Arctic Research Plan.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 1, 2000.


